
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, January 6, 2021 

 
Minutes 

 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. via WebEx teleconference. 
 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Vice Chair Michael T. DeFeo, Commissioners Robert E. 
Galati, Joseph Miceli and Julie Portfolio; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, and Director 
of Public Works Annette Turnquist.   
 
ROLL CALL:  Mr. Lapreay called the roll.  There was a quorum.  
 
Chairman made a brief statement that this was a sad day for our country (Note: storming of the 
U.S. Capitol).  It was disappointing and he hoped we can get through it and move forward as 
united citizens. 
 
MINUTES:   
Motion was made by Commissioner Portfolio to accept the minutes of the November 4, 2020 
meeting; seconded by Commissioner Galati and carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:   
1. Eric Korp & Jordan Andrews re: Proposed Summer Camp. Mr. Lapreay provided some 
background.  He met with them about their proposed summer camp at Western LL.  He went 
over some things they can and cannot do and asked them to attend this meeting to present it to 
the board. They already met with the league and it was agreed to.  The camp would run from the 
end of June through early August from 8 to 4.  They would be out before any league activity.  
Mr. Andrews stated that the hours would be 8:30 to 3:30. Ball games usually start around 4:00.  
 
Mr. Korp explained that he used to use Kelley School for his camps, but after speaking with Pete 
Romano he found that the schools are not available for camps due to the pandemic.  He felt that 
with the pavilion at Western and the dugouts there is enough space according to state 
requirements for small shelters for inclement weather.  Mr. Korp also spoke with the pastor at the 
neighboring church who said they would be welcome to use the property as well.   
 
Mr. Korp ran a camp for the last seven years.  They both thought Western is very safe for the 
kids.  Mr. Korp would like to try the camp at Western this year for his first camp on his own.  
There is lots of space and potential there.  The camp would be a field day style with things kids 
love to do.  Information will be available at CampKorpSouthington.com.  It will be set up the 
way he has run camps in the past.  Prices are very affordable.  The camp would run for 8 weeks, 
beginning the week of June 21, 2021. The last week would be at Recreation Park after the town’s 
program ends in August. 
 
Mr. Lapreay said that camps have restrictions by the state and health department.  It would be 
good to have a backup plan in case camps are not allowed on town property per order of local 
Health Director.  In response to a question about number of campers expected, Mr. Korp said he 
is hoping to have 60 kids a week with 10 to 12 staff.  The State of Connecticut is allowing 
groups of 16.  The number of kids could be as low as 40 or as high as 80.  They have an LLC and 
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liability insurance.  Mr. Lapreay said he keeps a copy of the liability insurance on file as stated in 
the rental agreement.  The rental fee is $50 a day. 
 
There was some discussion about the Highway Department mowing the fields and how that 
would work while the camps were going on.  Mr. Korp said they would only be using two of the 
five fields so could easily move when mowing was taking place.  They also have permission to 
use the church area. 
 
Question arose about whether this camp could become part of the Recreation Department.  Mr. 
Lapreay said his department runs a similar summer camp. During school breaks a partnership 
may be an option.  Another question referred to kids who can’t afford the camp.  Mr. Korp said 
they could probably do a scholarship although the first year is tough getting off the ground.  
They might still do that. 
 
Mr. Korp asked if there was a date when the Health Director would give approval for the camps 
so they could begin registration.  Mr. Lapreay said everything is still up in the air right now.  The 
department is going forward with its programs and hoping for the best.  Last year we did take 
registrations and had to refund people. 
 
Chairman said it sounded like a great idea.  We have to abide by all the local and state rules.  He 
asked that a vote be taken now rather than wait to do it under New Business. 
 
Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to approve the plan based upon COVID-19 stipulations; 
seconded by Commissioner Portfolio and carried. 
 
2. Ed Roderick – Southington North Little League re: Proposed Field/Fence Modifications.  Mr. 
Roderick is the new president of the league.  As the board knows, they are short in fields with 
Northern LL.  They are looking to move T-ball near Woodruff Street to make space for the Farm 
kids and would need to install a fence to keep the little kids in. Also, to make an infield for them.   
 
Mrs. Turnquist had a sketch which board members had not seen and believes it would fit but is 
very close to the football field.  Mr. Lapreay explained the approximate location.  They are 
looking for the fence to be installed up to where it meets the sidewalk (chain link fence).  Mr. 
Roderick would like to do it for this year if possible.  Mrs. Turnquist said she would look into it a 
little more.  If the Highway Department is asked to provide labor, it would depend on the time of 
year.  They might be able to help with some labor in the spring but definitely not in July.   
 
Chairman would like more time to review the request.  We can talk about it again at the next 
meeting.  Mr. Lapreay said he would speak with the new president and go over protocols.  Mrs. 
Turnquist will get copies of the sketch to the board. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: None. 
 
REPORT ON RECREATION DEPARTMENT FROM DIRECTOR OF RECREATION:  
Mr. Lapreay sent his written report to the board and highlighted several items.   
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Light up the Green was a small event this year due to COVID restrictions.  Julia did a Facebook 
Live that was well done.  We had 159 children sign up to be chosen so it was well received.  
Since we couldn’t do Santa in the Park this year, we did Letters to Santa where kids could send 
their letters in care of the Recreation Department and get a response.  We received 88 letters and 
all got a response.  He gave a shout out to Julia for doing this.   
 
The 2020 Bow Hunting Report was in the packet.  Permits were issued to 21 individuals (3 new 
this year) and 4 deer were taken out.  Again this year, there were no issues, no complaints, and 
no safety issues. 
 
Current Program Offerings (All virtually) 
Fitness, Cheerleading, Hoopster Tots, Junior Lego Masters, Soccer Skills, Yoga and Zumba 
Fitness.  A Learn to Ice Fish through CT DEEP is scheduled.  Dependent on ice situation, there 
could be an in-person date at Crescent Lake. 
 
Mr. Lapreay said that registrations for the virtual programs for adults are pretty good.  The kids, 
not so much, especially since they have been doing schoolwork online which may be a deterrent 
in doing more virtual things in the evening. 
 
In response to a question, Mr. Lapreay said ice skating is not allowed at Crescent Lake but could 
be at Memorial if the ice is there and at the correct thickness.  Highway/Parks Dept checks the 
ice daily for safety and adjusts the signage to notify if safe or not. 
 
Mr. Lapreay said that spring/summer planning begins now for programs, camps and special 
events.  He is meeting with Shane Lockwood next week.  Music on the Green may have to start 
later than usual.  He will be scheduling a meeting with all baseball league reps hopefully by the 
end of the month to discuss field use protocols. 
 
Mr. Lapreay is planning to put together a Community Survey to get the needs and wants of 
residents.  He hopes to get it out in the next month or so. 
 
Mr. Lapreay announced that the Town Council did approve both he and Julia as Coordinator and 
Assistant Coordinator for the Apple Harvest Festival again this year.  The planning process is 
underway. 
 
The department budget review will take place under New Business. 
 
Commissioner Galati made a motion to accept the report of the Director of Recreation, seconded 
by Commissioner Portfolio.  Motion carried. 
 
Commissioner DeFeo was asked if there was any information about basketball leagues.  He said 
they are in a pause mode for the regular league.  The travel league started but they are waiting for 
the next state report on January 19th.  Nothing is going on for basketball at this time. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS DEPARTMENT FROM DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS: 
Mrs. Turnquist gave the following report. 
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Trail.  The final plans for Lazy Lane to the Plainville line were submitted to DOT.  They are still 
working from home so their comments are delayed.  We have done our part. The project is going 
to Inland Wetlands tomorrow to discuss the pedestrian bridge crossing.  She anticipates a late 
2021 bid opening. 
 
The Public Works Committee has formed a work group for the trail to look into the possibility of 
lights and cameras.  Mrs. Turnquist anticipates a phased project.  It was prompted by vandalism 
on the trail.   
 
White Christmas in the Community was not possible this year but a White Christmas Holiday 
Stroll took place in two different locations.  She was happy we were able to do something to 
celebrate the holiday.  It was well received.  Chairman thanked Mrs. Turnquist and her 
department for what they did.  It was a nice attraction.  Thanks also to Dawn Miceli for heading 
that up.  Commissioner Miceli said he heard from many people that they really appreciated all 
the work that was done.  He wanted to be sure the workers knew that.  Mrs. Turnquist will pass 
on the comments. 
 
Rec Park.  The trees at the exit will be taken down soon, weather permitting. They will be 
marked prior to removal because people may ask about them.  The trees are diseased and must 
come down.  They will be replaced with something. 
 
Dog Park Hours.  Chairman commented that we decided the problem was with the timers. The 
lights will remain on until 8:30 pm based on summer when it gets dark late.  Mrs. Turnquist said 
they replaced the timers and converted the existing light to LED.  Everything is working OK 
now. 
 
Commissioner Miceli made a motion to accept the report of the Director of Public Works.  
Motion seconded by Commissioner DeFeo and carried. 
 
Mr. Lapreay said there used to be a rules sign with about 10 to 12 items.  He asked if there is a 
new sign going up.  Mrs. Turnquist said a new sign with the hours will be placed.  She will look 
for the old rules sign and get that up as well. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS: None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
1. Dog Park.  This was covered in the public works report. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   
1. Recreation Department 2021-22 Budget Review.  Mr. Lapreay said the budget is self-
explanatory as it has basically the same figures as the last budget but highlighted a few items.  
Contracted Services is the same as last year but when Music on the Green was cancelled we 
saved money for police services, hence the percent change listed.  It is really no change.  He will 
update the Board on the proposed budget after the Town Manager’s review.  Department head 
meetings with the Town Manager will begin next week for proposed budgets.  The Capital 
Improvement Program sheet shows the replacement of the Showmobile which is more than 
twenty years old.  It was in last year’s budget as well.  It is listed for fiscal year 2023-24.  Project 
cost is noted at $178,000 but we would reach out to groups for donations, same as when the 
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original Showmobile was purchased. 
 
After discussion, motion was made by Commissioner Galati and seconded by Commissioner 
Miceli to approve the proposed budget as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner DeFeo made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Miceli and carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


